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BY-LAWS, 


ARTICLE  I. 

THF  MEETINGS  OF  THE  LODGE. 

The  stated  meetings  of  Richmo^^d  Lodge,  No. 
10,  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in-  every 
month,  and  ui3on  the  days  of  St.  John  the  Baptist 
and  St.  John  the  Evangelist. 

ARTICLE  II. 

THE  ELECTION  OF  OFFICEKS, 

§  1.  The  election  of  officers  shall  take  place  at 
the  stated  meeting  preceding  the  festival  of  St. 
John  the  Baptist,  and  they  shall  be  installed  on 
the  morning  of  that  day. 

§  2.  No  brother  holding  an  office  in  any  other 
subordinate  lodge,  (the  steward,  tiler  and  secretary 
excepted,)  shall  be  eligible  to  any  ofiice  in  this 
lodge. 

§  3.  Before  the  election' of  officers  takes  place, 
the  list  of  delinquents  shall  be  called  over ;  and  no 
member  who  may  be  in  arrears  to  the  lodge  to  the 
amount  of  six  dollars,  shall  be  entitled  to  hold  an 
office,  ballot  or  vote  in  any  case  whatever. 

ARTICLE  III. 

PARTICULAR  DUTIES. 

§  1.  The  treasurer  shall  keep  a  regular  account 
of  all  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  a  list  of  all 
the  members,  with  an  account  of  their  respec- 
tive dues  annexed,  which  he  shall  call  over  at 
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each  stated  meeting,  in  order  tliat  they  may  be 
collected. 

§  2.  The  treasurer  shall  collect  the  fee  for  each 
degree,  and  acknowledge  himself  satisfied  in  this 
respect,  before  any  degree  shall  be  conferred. 

§  3..  The  livery  of  the  lodge  shall  be  blue,  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  tiler  to  see  that  every 
brother  is  properly  clothed  before  he  enters  the 
lodge. 

§  4.  No  initiation  shall  take  place  on  the  eve- 
ning of  annual  election,  unless  the  .candiuiite  Lc 
about  to  travel. 

§  5.  Any  brother  who  wishes  to  speak  on  an}' 
subject,  shall  rise  and  address  the  worshipful  mas- 
ter in  due  form,  and  no  brother  shall  be  allowed  to 
speak  more  than  twice  on  any  subject  without  leave. 

§  6.  Any  member  Ti'ishing  to  obtain  a  grand 
lodge  diploma.,  may  make  application  to  the  lodge 
in  person  or  by  proxy,  and  if  he  be  recommended 
to  the  grand  secretary,  he  shall  obtain  a  certificate 
setting  forth  his  good  masonic  character,  and  that 
he  has  paid  all  lodge  dues,  signed  by  the  master 
and  attested  by  the  secretary,  with  the  seal  of  the 
lodge  attached  thereto. 

§  7.  No  brother  shall  absent  himself  from  the 
lodge  after  having  taken  his  seat,  without  leave 
from  the  worshipful  master.. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

RECOMMEJv^DATION  AND  BALLOTINGS. 

§  1.  No  person  or  brother  shall  be  recommended 
as  a  candidate  for  initiation  or  membership  to  this 
lodge,  unless  he  shall  have  resided  in  the  city  of 
Bichmond  or  county  of  Henrico  at  least  twelve 
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months,  and  is  a  person  whose  character  is  vfell 
known  to  the  generality  of  the  members. 

§  2.  Every  candidate  for  initiation  must  possess 
the  requisites  specified  in  the  book  of  constitutions, 
and  must  be  recommended  by  petition,  which  peti- 
tion s*hall  be  signed  by  himself  and  seconded  by 
two  or  more  master  masons  who  are  members  of 
this  lodge,  at  a  stated  meeting,  and  shall  stand  re- 
commended one  month,  (except  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency,) after  which  time  he  shall  be  balloted  for. 

§  3.  Every  member  who,  recommends  a  candidate 
for  initiation  shall  deposit  ten  dollars  in  the  hands 
of  the  treasurer,  the  said  ten  dollars  to  be  returned 
if  the  candidate  be  rejected  ;  if  he  be  received  and 
initiated,  it  shall  be  considered  as  part  of  his  initia- 
tion fee,  but  if  he  be  received  and  do  not  apply  to 
be  initiated  vdthin.three  months,  it  shall  be  forfeited 
to'  the  special  charity  fund  of  the  lodge. 

§  4.  The  mode  of  recommending  and  balloting 
for  brethren  who  may  wish  to  become  members  of 
this  lodge,  shall  in  every  respect  (except  the  peti- 
tion and  fee,)  be  the  same  as  in  recommending  and 
balloting  for  candidates  for  initiation. 

§5.  Every  candidate  for  membership  or  initia- 
tion, after  having,  been  regularly  recommended, 
shall  not  be  withdrawn,  but  shall  be  balloted  for 
and  disposed  of  by  the  lodge. 

§  6.  In  balloting  for  a  candidate  for  initiation 
or  membership,  one  dissentient  shall  reject  him, 
and  when  rejected,  he  shall  not  be  again  eligible 
for  twelve  months. 

§  7.  No  member  of  this  lodge  shall  be  suspended 
for  any  cause  except  by  a  majority  vote  of  the 
members  present.  The  vote  on  suspending  shall 
be  taken  by  ballot. 

1* 
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AUTICLE  V. 

FEES  AND  EXPENSES. 

§  1.  Every  member,  except  the  chaplains,  secre- 
tary, treasurer,  steward  and  tiler,  shall  pay  to  the 
treasurer  at  each  stated  meeting  the  sum  of  fifty 
cents  as  a  monthly  contribution. 

§  2.  The  fee  for  initiation  shall  be  forty  dol- 
lars ;  for  passing  thirty  dollars,  and  for  raising 
thirty  dollars. 

§  3.  The  expenses  attending  any  extraordinary 
or  called  meeting,  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  person 
or  persons  for  whose  convenience  or  benefit  the 
meeting  may  be  called. 

§  4.  The  expenses  of  the  lodge  for  one  meeting 
(except  the  secretary's,  steward's  and- tiler's  fees, 
and  occasional  charges  for  music,)  shall  not  in  any 
case  exceed  five  dollars,  except  it  be  specially 
ordered,  by  the  presiding  officer ;  and  should  the 
steward,  for  the  time  being,  disburse  a  greater  sum, 
he  shall  do  it  in  his  own  wrong. 

§  5.  Every  brother  who  may  wish  to  become  a 
member  of  this  lodge  shall,  before  being  balloted 
for,  pay  to  the  treasurer  the  membership  fee  of  five 
dollars,  and  shall  likewise  produce  the  treasurer's 
receipt  for  all  dues  to  the  lodge  of  which  he  was 
last  a  member,  (if  in  the  Confederate  States,)  unless 
lis  lodge  be  dormant  at  the  time  of  his  application 
for  membership.  But  any  master  mason  who  has 
been  initiated,  passed  and  raised  in  this  lodge  and 
withdrawn  from  membership  thereof  for  not  more 
than  the  space  of  twelve  months,  and  may  there- 
after be  elected  a  member,  shall  not  be  required  to 
pay  the  fee  of  membership. 

''^  6.  The  secretary  shall  be  allowed  two  dollars.. 
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and  tlie  steward  two  dollars  out  of  the  funds  of  the 
lodge,  and  the  tiler,  as  a  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices, two  dollars  for  every  meeting  of  the  lodge. 

§  7.  Should  any  member  be  in  'arrears  to  this 
lodge  to  the  amount  of  six  dollars,  he  shall  be  sum- 
moned to  appear  at  the  next  stated  meeting  there- 
after, to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be  suspisnded. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

COMMITTEES. 

§  1.  A  committee  of  three  shall  be  appointed  at 
each  regular  election  of  officers,  to  examine  the 
treasurer's  accounts,  and  shall  report  thereon  to 
the  lodge  at  the  stated  meeting  in  July. 

§  2.  The  Master  and  Wardens,  or  any  two  of 
them,  shall  be  a  committee  of  charity,  for  the  re- 
lief of  distressed  transient  brethren;  and  shall 
report  their  proceedings  at  the  stated  meeting  in 
June. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

THE  SPECIAL    CHARITY  FUND. 

§  1.  The  fund  estaWished  by  this  lodge  and 
called  "The  Special  Charity  Fund,"  shall  beset 
apart  and  held  sacred  for  the  purposes  hereinafter 
nrentioned. 

§  2.  To  aid  and  support  the  said  fund,  oi^e-half 
of  the  admission  fee. of  five  dollars,  paid  by  every 
brother  who  may  become  a  member  of  the  lodge, 
and  one  dollar  out  of  every  fee  received  for  making, 
passing  and  raising,  shall  be  placed  to  the  credit  of 
said  fund. 

§  3.  At  every  meeting  of  the  lodge,  whether 
stated  or  occasional,  the  special  charity  fund  box 


8 


BY-LAWS. 


shall  be  circulated,  in  order  to  collect  whatever 
may  be  voluntarily  co'ntributed  to  said  fund.  The 
amount  so  collected  shall  be  entered  on  the  minutes, 
and  passed  by.  the  treasurer  to  the  credit  of  said 
fund. 

§  4.  The  proceeds  of  this  fund  shall  be  appro- 
priated exclusively  to  the  relief  of  such  distressed 
master  masons,  their  widows  and  orphans,  as  are 
or  have  been  residents  of  this  city,  and  whose  claims 
to  our  relief  are  positively  and  personally  known 
to  some  member  or  members  of  this  lodge  to  be  real 
and  grievous,  and  not  to  have  resulted  from  habits 
of  intemperance  or  idleness. 

§  5.  Not  more  than  ten  dollars  shall  bo  voted 
out  of  this  fund  to  any  one  applicant  at  any  one 
session  of  the  lodge. 

§  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
lodge  so  to  keep  the  accounts  of  this  fund,  that  he 
may  be  enabled,  at  any  moment,  to  inform  rhe 
lodge  of  the  actual  state  of  it. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

VISITORS.  > 

.  Every  brother  of  good  sfanding  and  of  regular 
habits,  is  at  liberty  to  visit  this  lodge. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

WITHDRAWING. 

Any  member  may  withdraw  from  the  lodge  on 
producing  tlie  treasurer's  receipt  for  all  dues,  and 
giving  notice  to  the  lodge,  either  personally  or  by 
proxy ;  but  no  member  shall  be  considered  as  hav- 
ing regularly  withdrawn  until  he  has  complied  with 
this  article. 
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ARTICLE  X. 

THE   BY-LAWS . 

§  1.  Whoever  may  wisli  to  introduce  a  new  lavr, 
or  alter'  an  existing  one,  shall,  at  a  stated  meet- 
ing, propose  the  said  law  or  alteration  in  writin;!  • 
if  it  be  then  seconded,  it  shall  be  audibly  read  Ly 
the  secretary,  and  lie  over  until  the  next  stated 
meeting,  and  then  submitted  to  the  determination 
of  the  members  present,  when  it  shall  require  a 
vote  of  two-thirds  to  alter  or  add  to  these  B_v- 
Laws. 

§  2.  Whoever  may  v«sh  a  general  revision  ci 
these  by-laws,  shall,  at  a  stated  meeting,  present 
a  Avritten  notice  thereof,  Avhich  shall,  if  the  minority 
agree,  lie  over  until  the  next  stated  meeting,  an  1 
then  be  determined  on  by  the  members  present. 

§  3.  These  by-laws  shall  be  recorded  in  the  book 
of  the  proceedings. 

§  4.  Every  member  shall  be  furnished  with  a 
printed  copy  of  these  by-laws  at  the  expense  of  the 
lodge. 

§  5.  These  by-laws  shall  be  in  force  from  and 
after-  the  enactment  thereof,  and  all  former  lavfs 
are  hereby  repealed. 
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